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Visiting Professor Performs Bach Suites for 
Campus Community
Last spring, Visiting Professor of Music Theory, 
Dr. Paul Miller, performed two free concerts for 
the campus community. Taking the “stage” just 
outside the main entrances to the Mary Pappert 
School of Music and the Genesius Theater, Miller 
invited audiences to come and go as they pleased 
in order to loosen the boundaries that classical 
music etiquette has long engrained in  
concert-goers.
He says, “I thought that all too often we perform 
inside enclosed spaces for audiences who cannot 
get up and walk around. There’s certainly a place 
for that. But also, why not bring the music 
outdoors, allow the listeners to decide how long 
they might listen?”
Miller performed J. S. Bach’s Six Suites for 
Violoncello Solo on a Zeta electric violin. Miller 
indicated that he had a personal interest in 
challenging himself to perform all of these suites 
at once. The cycle as a whole is very demanding 
musically and physically, so he wanted first to 
explore his ability to sustain concentration for 
over two hours. Additionally, he wanted to find 
out what he might experience or learn from a 
performance of this intensity in such a non-
traditional performance venue.
This school year, Miller finds himself at the 
forefront of The Duke’s Music. The first 
performance in the series was held in September 
2017 and featured guest artists Justin Wallace 
(harpsichord) and Dr. Patricia Halverson (viola da 
gamba). The Duke’s Music will return on 
February 16, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Dr. Thomas D. 
Pappert Center for Performance and Innovation. 
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